Regular City Council Meeting
12-1-25
Mayor Kovar called the meeting to order at 7pm

Present: Breann Krebs, Tom Gorek, Chris Fitterer, Mike Grote & Rebecca Ferderer
Excused: Rex Fitch

Motion by Breann seconded by Tom to approve the November 2025 minutes as presented. Motion carried.

Mayors Report
Mayor Kovar thanked everyone for handling things while he was away.

Water & Sewer 
Nothing to report

Street & Lights
Nothing to report

Buildings & Grounds
Idea to put a Christmas tree inside the Memorial Hall. This would be an artificial tree. Breann will pick one out. Rebecca would like to see a real tree at some point in New England. Possibly to put it on an empty lot on Main Street. We do have access to a big tire to put it in; if not this year then possibly next year.

Equipment
Nothing to report

Ordinance
There are 20 to 30 updates to the ordinances. Some are just changing a word or two. There are general penalties under continuing violations and the Sheriff would like specific amounts. Under 2.029 under infraction the council discussed a dollar amount. Tom read chapter 15 in its entirety dealing with junk. The council would like Jason to put Chapter 15 in the minutes so there is transparency for the community. Motion by Chris, seconded by Rebecca to approve the ordinance changes for 2026. Motion carried. 







CHAPTER FIFTEEN
PROPERTY NUISANCES
ARTICLE 1 – Storage of junk, abandoned automobiles, building materials, etc.

The provisions of Chapter 23.1-13 of the North Dakota Century Code and all subsequent amendments shall be and are hereby incorporated by reference in this Article.
15.0101	Definitions
The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
1.	The term “junk” shall include, without limitation, parts of machinery or electronics; motor vehicle parts; used tires; furniture; appliances, remnants of wood, metal, or any other castoff material of any kind whether or not the same could be put to any reasonable use.
2.	The term “junk automobile” shall include, without limitation, any motor vehicle which is not licensed for use upon the highways of the state of North Dakota for a period in excess of 60 days, and shall include, whether licensed or not, any motor vehicle which is inoperative for any reason for a period in excess of 60 days, provided that there is excepted from this definition unlicensed, but operative vehicles which are kept as the stock in trade of a regularly licensed and established new or used automobile dealer.
3.	The term “abandoned vehicle” shall include, without limitation, any vehicle which has remained on private property for a period of forty-eight (48) continuous hours, or more without the consent of the owner or occupant of the property, or for a period of forty-eight (48) continuous hours or more after the consent of the owner or occupant has been revoked.
4.	The term “building materials” shall include, without limitations, lumber, brick, concrete, or cinder blocks, plumbing materials, electric wiring or equipment, heating ducts, or equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete or cement, nails, screws, or any other materials used in constructing any structure.
5.	The term “person” shall include all natural persons, firms, co-partnerships, corporations, and all associations of natural persons, incorporated or unincorporated, whether acting by themselves, or by a servant, agent, or employee. All persons who violate any of the provisions of this ordinance whether as owner, occupant, lessee, agent, servant or employee shall, except as herein otherwise provided, be equally liable as principals.
6.	The term “trash” and “rubbish” shall include paper; tin or aluminum cans, wares, or cuttings; boxes; plastic; glass; straw; shavings; logs or branches; accumulated yard waste; barrels; containers once containing edible, drinkable, or useable materials; dead animals or parts thereof; and discarded edible, drinkable or perishable items.

7.	The term “hazard to the public” shall include an attractant and safety hazard to persons under the age of 18; attracts criminal activity; is a wildlife attractant; causes a strong odor discernible off of the property; or likely to contain bacteria, viruses, or organisms which threatens the public health.
15.0102	Storage of junk, abandoned automobiles, building materials, etc., contrary to public health and safety

It is hereby determined that the storage or accumulation of trash, rubbish, junk, junk automobiles, abandoned vehicles, building materials and the maintenance of blighted structures upon any property within the City of New England constitutes a public nuisance and tends to result in blighted and deteriorated neighborhoods, the increase in criminal activity, the spread of vermin and disease, and is contrary to the public peace, health, safety and general welfare of the community.
15.0103	Storage of trash, rubbish, junk, junk automobiles or abandoned vehicles unlawful
It is an infraction with respect to time (see Section 2.0209) for any person to store, or permit the storage or accumulation of trash, rubbish, junk, junk automobiles or abandoned vehicles on any property in the City except within a completely enclosed building or upon the business premises of a duly licensed junk dealer.
15.0104	Dismantling automobiles unlawful
It shall be unlawful for any person to dismantle, cut up, remove parts from, or otherwise disassemble any automobile, whether or not the same be a junk automobile, an abandoned vehicle, or otherwise, or any appliance or machinery, except in a completely enclosed building, or upon the business premises of a duly licensed junk dealer.
15.0105	Storage of building materials unlawful
It is an infraction with respect to time (see Section 2.0209) for any person to store or permit the storage or accumulation of building materials on any property, except in a completely enclosed building or except where such building materials are part of the stock in trade of a business located on said property, or except when such materials are being used in the construction of a structure on the property in accordance with a valid building permit issued by the City of New England. Storage of building materials is permitted in accordance with a building permit and specific restrictions provided therein.
15.0106	Removal of junk, junk automobiles, or abandoned vehicles – notice to property owner. 
City of New England Police Department, with consultation of the Public Works and the Fire Department shall be responsible for enforcing this Chapter. After conducting an investigation, the city may remove or cause to be removed any junk, junk automobile or abandoned vehicle, or parts of either, from any public or private property now owned by the City of New England after having notified, in writing, the owner or occupant of such property of its intention to do so at least 14 days prior to such removal. Such notice shall identify the property to be removed and the real property upon which it is located and shall state further that if it is not removed by the owner within 14 days, it will be removed by the city and the cost thereof will be assessed against the real property described in the notice. The notice shall also provide the owner or occupant may request a hearing within 10 days of receipt of the notice. The notice may be served personally upon the owner or occupant of the property; or may be posed in a conspicuous place upon vacant or unoccupied property; or may be served by regular mail addressed to the same person and to the same address as is designated to receive the real estate tax notice for the property. If service of the notice is by mail, three additional days shall be allowed for mailing time. If such junk or junk automobiles, or parts of either, have not been removed by the owner within the time specified, it shall be removed by the city and disposed of in accordance with the law. Such removal by the city shall not excuse or relieve any person of the obligation imposed by this ordinance to keep his property free from storage or accumulation of junk, junk automobiles or abandoned vehicles, or parts of either, nor from the penalties for violation thereof.
15.0107	Hearing by city council
The owner or occupant many request a hearing in front of the city council by filing with the city auditor, a notice of appeal, in writing. Such appeal must be filed within ten (10) days of receipt of the notice for removal and before the deadline within which the owner is otherwise required to remove the junk, junk automobile, and/or abandoned vehicle. Upon receipt of such notice, the proceedings shall be stayed and the city will set a hearing date and time to conduct the hearing. Notice must be provided to the owner or occupant at least 5 days prior to the hearing. Formal rules of evidence shall not apply. The city shall have the burden of proof by the clear weight of evidence that the conditions of which it complains constitute junk or junk automobiles and is hazardous to the public. The City shall present its case and the owner or occupant shall have an opportunity to present its case. At the conclusion of the testimony, the City Council will either uphold or overturn the decision. The decision of the City Council shall be final.
15.0108		Transfer to other property of junk, junk automobiles, or abandoned vehicles
In the event that any junk, junk automobiles or abandoned vehicles are identifiable and are moved or transferred from one parcel of real property to another and it is reasonable to believe that after an investigation the same persons owns or has dominion or control of the junk, junk automobiles, or abandoned vehicle after receipt of the notice provided for in 15.0106 of this article, a new notice shall not be required. The identifiable junk, junk automobiles or abandoned vehicles may be removed by the city as provided in 15.0106 of this article and the costs assessed against the property upon which it was located at the time the notice was given.
15.0109	Impounded vehicles - disposal
Any junk or abandoned vehicle impounded by the City shall be disposed of in accordance with N.D.C.C. 23.1-15 and any amendments thereto.




15.0110	Abatement of Nuisance - Assessment

The cost of removal of any junk, junk automobiles and abandoned vehicles may be assessed against the property where said junk, junk automobiles and abandoned vehicles are located at the time the notice was issued. 

The council discussed parking vehicles on the grass, setbacks, junk vehicles and enforcement. Our City Attorney can give us a survey of what other towns are doing. We need guidelines to help develop our ordinances. The city needs to be mindful about enforcement at times of the year. We can get warning letters out early. 

City & State Government Affairs
Rebecca and Jason sat in on a meeting with Roosevelt Custer board members to discuss the Tumbler building. Roosevelt Custer was deeded this property, they had it up for sale and no one applied to purchase the building. Roosevelt Custer was curious if the City of New England was interested in purchasing the building then we could lease this or sell it ourselves. The council decided this was too much of an expense to take on right now. The suggestion is we do not purchase the building. 
The League of Cities will subsidize all but $90 to be a member of grant finder. Motion by Chris, seconded by Breann to apply for grant finder subsidized subscription through the League of Cities. Motion carried. 
 
Zoning Commission
Butch Frank read the zoning ordinance updates. Fines have to be put in the ordinances. 
3 building permits:
Joe Rebel - Metal containers – Tabled
Barry Brentrup – 32 x 36 Garage. No electrical or plumbing was approved. 
Lori Nore – Fence. Approved. 
Motion by Breann, seconded by Mike to approve the zoning ordinance changes. Motion carried. 

Auditors Report
Motion by Breann seconded by Mike to approve the following bills for payment. Motion carried.
12/1/2025	16342    MDU	                                           Utilities	                                -3,553.41	
12/1/2025	16343    Blue Cross Blue Shield	              Health Insurance	   -1,609.71	
12/1/2025	16344	Southwest Water Authority	Monthly Water	                  -7,517.71	
12/1/2025	16345	Michael Todd Company	              Truck Route Signs, Flashing Light, posts	-593.05	
12/1/2025	16346	Boss Office Products	              New Colored Printer	   -639.99	
12/1/2025	16347	NE Community Grocery Store	Cleaning Supplies	   -104.08	
12/9/2025	16351	City of Dickinson	              Landfill Charges	                  -1,836.00	
12/9/2025	16352	One Call Concepts	              Call Tickets	                  -4.50	
12/9/2025	16353	Vestis	                                           Rug Cleaning	                  -109.41	
12/9/2025	16354	Butler	                                           fixed thermostat in loader -1,214.21	
12/9/2025	16355	NE Library	                             December Taxes	   -69.10	
12/9/2025	16356	Special Assessment Deficiency	Specials 2-35	                  -74.92	
12/9/2025	16357	Special Assessment Deficiency	city share	                  -244.50	
12/9/2025	16358	Special Assessment Deficiency	Specials street 3-35	   -2,155.54	
12/9/2025	16359	Special Assessment Deficiency	Specials Water 4-35	   -1,250.62	
12/9/2025	16360	Consolidated	                             Ambulance Phone	    -51.55	
12/9/2025	16361	Consolidated	                             City Hall Phone	                  -517.77	
12/9/2025	16362	The Hub Convenience Stores	Fuel	                                 -954.16	
12/11/2025	16363	New England Drug	              Battery	                                 -2.72	
12/11/2025	16364	NE Cemetery	                            December Taxes	                  -12.07	
12/18/2025	16365	Slope Electric	                            Street Light Charge Annual -606.00	
12/18/2025	16366	Fisher Sand & Gravel	              Sand 	                                 -598.40	
12/18/2025	16367	Southwestern Dist. Health Unit  Water Samples	                   -25.00	
12/22/2025	16372	Breann Krebs	                             Reimburse christmas decorations -27.95	

Old Business
None

New Business
Brian Herold was present to discuss City of New England signs at the north and south entrance of New England. These are both on private property, however Brian has received permission to put them up. There will have to be a 10 year lease that renews automatically and our City Attorney will draw that up for liability reasons. The biggest issue is that there needs to be electricity run in on the north end. This will be approximately $10,000. Solar could be an option but it will not be the best one. Brian will put together a program with estimated costs. City sales tax funds should be applied for and the New England Community Foundation as well. 

Motion by Breann, seconded by Mike to approve the gambling permit from Our Redeemers Lutheran Church. Motion carried. 

Motion by Chris, seconded by Rebecca to approve the Pledge of Securities from Bravera Bank. Motion carried 4-1 with Breann abstaining. 

Wages were approved as follows:
Jason &  Clarence - $1 an hour raise per hour.
Barry $21.50 per hour.
Deb - $19.50 per hour. 
Bob - $21.50 per hour.
Christmas bonus $300 Jason & Clarence and $200 for Bob, Deb and Barry.

Public Comments
None

Council Comments
Mayor Kovar’s suggestion was to disregard social media posts because the council has done a great job.

Discussed a code enforcement officer. The council needs a plan and budget before we decide on a code enforcement officer. 





Breann wanted to make a blanket statement regarding the social media posts. She does not like to be called a councilman. She is a council member not a councilman. She finds it extremely offensive. 

Discussed social media posts and open records request.

When we send out letters before the All School Reunion we can send letters to everyone in town, asking everyone to help clean up properties and make New England as presentable as it can be. 

Motion by Breann to adjourn. Motion carried.

_____________________________                                                         ______________________________
Mayor                                                                                                              City Auditor


 
