Regular City Council Meeting
06-1-26
Mayor Kovar called the meeting to order at 7pm

Present: Rex Fitch, Chris Fitterer, Rebecca Ferderer, Mike Grote
Excused: Breann Krebs

Motion by Chris seconded by Rex to approve the May 2026 minutes as presented. Motion carried.

The county policing report was presented by Sheriff Warner. There were 70 calls for service including juvenile, terrorizing, sexual assault, harassment, & criminal trespass. Discussed motorcycle’s, minibikes and 4 wheelers to get clarification on what is legal. The motorcycles, mini bikes, 4 wheelers etc... must be licensed and insured. Kids under 18 must have a helmet on. All of these items must be street legal. There are many underage kids riding around and people are worried about the kids and someone getting run over or getting in an accident. If they are under 49 cc’s they do not need to be licensed. 4 wheelers must be licensed and insured. 4 wheelers are also only supposed to go from point A to point B out of town and are not supposed to be driving around town. The City Council would like the Sheriff’s Department to address this issue and put an end to the illegal driving around New England. Motion by Mike, seconded by Rebecca to approve the county policing report. Motion carried. 

Mayors Report
Crack sealing person had a hangup and was not able to get here in the early spring when the cracks were open. The cracks are not bad overall. We will wait until next year to do the crack sealing.

Water & Sewer 
The past due people on their utility bills need to be shut off per the City Council. 

Street & Lights
Nothing to report

Buildings & Grounds
Nothing to report

Equipment
Grapple forks and the trailer have come in handy; they were very beneficial during the cleanup. The cleanup was a big success with many people having things to pick up and throw away.

Ordinance
Nothing to report

City & State Government Affairs
USDA Rural Business Development Grant is available and hopefully the grocery store will apply. The city could sponsor this grant. May have to have a special meeting to approve a resolution.
Gordon Rettinger talked to Rebecca about a grant for the arts. It would be great to bring different cultural events to New England. JDA has a store front grant and an interest buydown. 

Zoning Commission
Discussed that there has to be rules in place for storage containers, not only residential but commercial. 
There were 3 permits that were presented:
Larry & Dollyn Shinaberry – Deck (Approved)
American Legion – Extension on building (Not approved at this time)
Beartech – Shed (Approved)
Every meeting there are permit reviews to make sure things are done correctly.

Auditors Report
Motion by Rex seconded by Mike to approve the following bills for payment. Motion carried.
6/1/2026	16590	Bob Downing	                                    Reimburse weed & feed	           -47.00	
6/1/2026	16591	Virtuoso Leidholm Consulting LLC     website maintenance	          -250.00	
6/1/2026	16592	Krebs Machine & Repair	                      Install Grapple forks loader	          -1,560.00	
6/1/2026	16593    Blue Cross Blue Shield	                      Health Insurance	                         -1,802.56	
6/1/2026	16594	Syn Tech	                                    Yearly Maintenance Agreement     -600.00	
6/1/2026	16595	Southwest Water Authority	       Monthly Water	                        -11,724.57	
6/1/2026	16596    MDU	                                                  Utilities	                                        -3,596.06	
6/1/2026	16602	Barry Brentrup	                                    Reimburse Part for Jetter	           -69.01	
6/10/2026	16604	New England Community Club	       2 Street Signs for All School Reunion	-400.00	
6/10/2026	16605	Consolidated	                                    Ambulance Phone	                         -48.05	
6/10/2026	16606	Consolidated	                                    City Hall Phone	                         -451.41	
6/10/2026	16607	Southwestern Dist. Health Unit	       Water Samples	                         -30.00	
6/10/2026	16608	Runnings	                                    Hex Wrench Kit  	                         -12.99	
6/10/2026	16609	NE Library	                                    June Taxes	                                       -159.84	
6/10/2026	16610	NE Cemetery	                                    June Taxes	                                       -25.16	
6/10/2026	16611	Special Assessment Deficiency	       City Share	                                       -459.18	
6/10/2026	16612	Special Assessment Deficiency	       City Share	                                       -27.67	
6/10/2026	16613	Special Assessment Deficiency	       Specials street 3-35	                        -12,035.50	
6/10/2026	16614	Special Assessment Deficiency	       Specials Water 4-35	                        -7,855.81	
6/10/2026	16619	Dylan Dewall	                                    Mowing 	                                      -100.00	
6/10/2026	16620	Daniel Hoerath	                                    Mowing	                                      -100.00	
6/10/2026	16621	Centennial Insurance	                      State Fire & Tornado Ins.	         -3,540.00	
6/10/2026	16622	American Family Insurance	       Aflac Dental & Vision                      -113.02	
6/22/2026	16623	Menard's	                                    Bench Top Tool Stand 	         -39.99	
6/22/2026	16624	The Hub Convenience Stores	        Fuel	                                      -1,432.80	
6/22/2026	16625	Kat & Company	                                    Yearly Renewal - City App	         -750.00	
6/22/2026	16626	NE Library	                                    State Aid	                                     -390.20	
6/22/2026	16627	Core & Main LP	                                    Water Meters	                       -932.76	
6/22/2026	16628    GS Publishing	                                    Minutes	                                     -163.30	
6/22/2026	16629	Visa 1864 Flowers Memorial Hall, Stamps, Office Supplies, Toner	        -1,045.16	
6/22/2026	16630	Vestis	                                                   Rug Cleaning	                      -114.73	
6/22/2026	16631	Tri County LLC	            Belts, hydraulic hose, shop supplies	        -398.20







Old Business
None

New Business
The City Council last year discussed monitoring the watering at the track for the Park Board. Depending on usage or estimated usage we can bill them for the water that is used. In the summer we use 40,000 to 50,000 gallons to water the Memorial Hall and there is significantly more space at the new track to water. They are hooked up to city water and the city should not have to cover the cost. The city agreed that the city should have the new track metered and to charge the Park Board for the water usage. This would only be at what it costs the city which is $5.10 per 1,000 gallons. The city would not make any money on this; however, they would not incur the expense for the watering. 

For elected city council members and Mayor, the oath of office must be turned in before the start of the next city council meeting on June 6th, 2026. This will also be our reorganizational meeting. 

Public Comments
None

Council Comments
The reunion committee was wondering about garbage pickup and stated that the city would not be willing to pick up garbage every morning. No one had talked to Clarence about garbage pickup. Clarence already has a plan to put dumpsters in place to cover all of the garbage needs. The reunion committee should communicate with Clarence if they have any issues.

Motion by Rex, seconded by Mike to adjourn. Motion carried.


_____________________________                                                         ______________________________
Mayor                                                                                                              City Auditor


 
