Regular City Council Meeting
08-3-26
Mayor Kovar called the meeting to order at 7pm

Present: Rex Fitch, Chris Fitterer, Rebecca Ferderer & Kristen Jung
Excused: Breann Krebs & Mike Grote

Motion by Chris seconded by Rex to approve the July 2026 minutes. Motion carried.

The county policing report was presented by Sheriff Warner. There were 24 calls for service in July which included simple assault, disorderly conduct and burglary/breaking and entering. Discussed Motorcycles, E-bikes and scooters again.  Motion by Rex, seconded by Kristen to approve the county policing report. Motion carried.

Mayors Report
Received a letter from the ND Community Foundation and we are going to apply for a couple of projects at the Memorial Hall

Water & Sewer 
Nothing to report

Street & Lights
Nothing to report

Buildings & Grounds
Rainy Butte Productions has all of their supplies, equipment and the wood stage set in storage year-round. They used to keep the wood stage set up year-round, however that changed. They are requesting if they can keep the stage set up year-round. They will make it as portable as can be so it will be easier to take down if it is requested to be taken down. It can be kept up year-round, the council asked if they could make is as easily accessible to remove as possible. Discussed landscaping at the Memorial Hall, specifically the window area in the scout room. We will apply for grant money to help fix the situation.

Equipment
Nothing to report

Ordinance
Nothing to report

City & State Government Affairs
Nothing to report

Zoning Commission
Building permits were presented as follows:
Sonny Jung – Patio Roof
James Mellmer – Gazebo
On other permits Bobbi Strait (our building inspector) has been contacted for her advice. Discussed a garage and the process that went in to not having our building inspector do an inspection. Rod Cockeram stated that on houses and businesses the building inspector will be contacted and there will be inspections. Bobbi is told about all building permits and will give input. If Bobbi does not feel the need to do an inspection on a building permit, then the Zoning Board doesn’t have her do an inspection. 
Here is an example of the process for the gazebo that was approved. 1. The Zoning Board talks to the person about their intentions. 2. Zoning Board calls Bobbi Strait and she determines whether she needs to do a building inspection. 3. Building Inspector gives recommendation. 4. Building permit is approved or not approved. 5. Information is passed on to the applicant who submitted a building permit application. 
Chris asked if a structure that protects life, property, or a new property shouldn’t we have an inspection? It was stated that some people are not honest or they do not know what information to give, so the Zoning Board and Building Inspector can only go on the information that is given to them.
Mayor Kovar thinks we should let the Zoning Board do their job and continue to communicate with Bobbi Strait as deemed necessary. If Bobbi Strait says an inspection is not needed, then the Zoning Board is to take her word. 

Auditors Report
Motion by Rex seconded by Kristen to approve the following bills for payment. Motion carried.
8/2/2026	16688	Smart Computers & Consulting	Computer Repair & Cable	-167.00	
8/2/2026	16689	Menard's	                             Sprinkler heads                 	-119.95	
8/2/2026	16690	Kubik, Bogner, Ridl & Selinger	 Legal Services August Contract	-200.00	
8/2/2026	16691	Hanson Plumbing & Excavating	Memorial Hall Unplug Toilet 	-125.00	
8/2/2026	16692	American Family Life	               Dental Ins. 2 Months	              -226.04	
8/2/2026	16693   Blue Cross Blue Shield	               Health Insurance	              -1,802.56	
8/2/2026	16694	Southwest Water Authority	 Monthly Water	                             -18,214.66	
8/25/2026	16703	Boss Office Products	                Toner Cartridges	              -651.95	
8/25/2026	16704	City of Dickinson	                Landfill Charges	              -2,320.20	
8/25/2026	16705	D & E Supply Co.	                Cleaning Supplies - Memorial Hall -511.81	
8/25/2026	16706	One Call Concepts	                Call Tickets	                             -39.00	
8/25/2026	16707	Sweeney Controls Company	  PLC Communicator	              -232.50	
8/25/2026	16708	Consolidated	                               City Hall Phone	              -490.30	
8/25/2026	16709	Consolidated	                               Ambulance Phone	              -48.22	
8/25/2026	16710	Virtuoso Leidholm Consulting LLC Website Maintenance	              -250.00	
8/25/2026	16711	One Call Concepts	                 Call Tickets	                             -19.50	
8/25/2026	16712	Vestis	                                              Rug Cleaning	                             -114.73	
8/25/2026	16714   GS Publishing	                                minutes	                             -221.52	
8/25/2026	16715	Southwestern Dist. Health Unit	   Water Samples	               -30.00	
8/25/2026	16716   Blue Cross Blue Shield	                  Health Insurance	               -1,802.56	
8/25/2026	16717	NE Library	                                 Reimburse Phone	               -157.82	
8/25/2026	16722	Special Assessment Deficiency	    Specials 2-35	                              -734.27	
8/25/2026	16723	Special Assessment Deficiency	    city share	                              -18.92	
8/25/2026	16724	Special Assessment Deficiency	    Specials Water 4-35	                -3,224.10	
8/25/2026	16725	Special Assessment Deficiency	    Specials street 3-35	                -2,874.25	
8/25/2026	16726	NE Library	                                 August Taxes	                              -7.15	
8/25/2026	16727	NE Cemetery	                                 August Taxes	                              -1.05	
8/25/2026	16728	Daniel Hoerath	                                 Lawn Mowing	                -200.00	



Motion by Rebecca, seconded by Rex to approve the Pledge of Securities from Bravera Bank. Motion carried. 

Due to the Labor Day holiday, we will move our September city council meeting to Tuesday September 8th at 7pm. We will also have our budget hearing on Tuesday September 8th at 6:30pm

Old Business
None

New Business
The All-School Reunion Committee would like us to purchase the flower baskets that are hanging on Main Street. They talked to Mike Grote and he likes the idea. They paid $1,200 for them and are asking for $1,200 and possibly $1,500 because they got them fluffed up for the reunion. The council was not very supportive of the idea or the price. To pay more than they paid for them did not make sense. We will put it on the agenda for the next meeting so we will have a full council to decide. 

Motion by Rex, seconded by Rebecca to approve the preliminary budget. Motion carried.

Public Comments
None

Council Comments
We will keep moving forward with cleaning up the junk and cars in people’s yards. The residents have done a great job overall in cleaning up New England. 

Motion by Kristen to adjourn. Motion carried.


_____________________________                                                         ______________________________
Mayor                                                                                                              City Auditor


 
