Regular City Council Meeting
09-8-26
Mayor Kovar called the meeting to order at 7pm

Present: Rex Fitch, Chris Fitterer, Kristen Jung, Breann Krebs & Mike Grote
Excused: Rebecca Ferderer

Motion by Breann seconded by Mike to approve the August 2026 minutes. Motion carried.

The county policing report was presented by Sheriff Warner. There were 42 calls for service in August. 
Discussed scooters, E-bikes and small motorcycles under 50 ccs and the city will have to pass an ordinance to limit or control these types of transportation in city limits. Deputy Pippenger stated that the City of Dickinson and City of Mott are developing ordinances or have developed them, and she will try and get a copy for us so we have something to follow. The main issue is younger kids not following the rules of the road and for the safety of these children riding on the streets. One individual was talked to tonight.  Motion by Breann, seconded by Mike to approve the county policing report. Motion carried.

Mayors Report
Chris & Lyle drove around and took pictures of properties that need to be cleaned up. Overall, there has been much progress in New England, however this will be an ongoing item.
Lyle went to a forum in Dickinson regarding the State Correctional Facility. The women’s correctional center in New England will be transferring everyone to the new facility in Mandan in the fall of 2027. The New England Correctional Facility could be minimum security men. The jails are over-crowded so we were reassured our correctional facility will remain open, however not with women. 

Water & Sewer 
Nothing to report

Street & Lights
Nothing to report

Buildings & Grounds
Steve Kass met with Clarence, and Kahm Construction is putting in a bid for the window repair at the Memorial Hall. We will wait for the bid.

Equipment
Nothing to report

Ordinance
Nothing to report

City & State Government Affairs
Nothing to report




Zoning Commission
Building permits were presented as follows:
Hailey & Nate Richter – Fence
Rod Cockeram gave an update on the zoning ordinances and specifically the storage containers in residential areas. The zoning commission has decided and will put in the ordinances that there will be no storage containers in residential areas. 
Rod has discussed a garage that is going up with Bobbi Strait. Everything is good with the garage and all building codes are being followed. 

Auditors Report
Motion by Rex seconded by Kristen to approve the following bills for payment. Motion carried.
9/7/2026	16739	Newby’s Ace Hardware	                        Sprinkler heads	               -121.75	
9/7/2026	16740	Vizion Signs	                                      New Sign at Landfill	-410.00	
9/7/2026	16741	American Family Life Assurance Co.    Dental Insurance	               -226.04	
9/7/2026	16742	Southwest Water Authority	         Monthly Water	               -21,986.29	
9/7/2026	16743	Northwest Tire	                                      New Tires Garbage Truck	-2,252.63	
9/7/2026	16744    Postmaster	                                      Box Rent 1 year	               -172.00	
9/7/2026	16745	Menards                                                   Shop Supplies	               -295.98	
9/7/2026	16746	The Hub Convenience Stores	         Fuel	                             -1,054.08	
9/7/2026	16747	Vestis	                                                    Rug Cleaning	              -74.73	
9/8/2026	16748	Daniel Hoerath	                                      Lawn Mowing	              -100.00	
9/8/2026	16749	Dylan Dewall	                                      Lawn Mowing	              -100.00	
9/8/2026	16750    MDU	                                                     Utilities	                             -3,262.93	
9/15/2026	16751	Vestis	                                                     Rug Cleaning	              -114.73	
9/15/2026	16752	Southwestern Dist. Health Unit	          Water Samples	              -30.00	
9/15/2026	16753	Consolidated	                                       City Hall Phone	              -489.22	
9/15/2026	16754	Consolidated	                                       Ambulance Phone	              -48.22	
9/15/2026	16755	Shelly Wolf	                                       Measuring	              -50.00	
9/15/2026	16756	John Plaggemeyer	                         Measuring	              -25.00	
9/15/2026	16757	Keane Hanson	                                        Measuring	              -75.00	
9/15/2026	16758	Rod Cockeram	                                        Inspector Fees	              -75.00	
9/16/2026	16759	Kubik, Bogner, Ridl & Selinger	           Legal Services Monthly     -200.00	
9/16/2026	16760   GS Publishing	                                        Minutes	                            -200.22	

A CD renewed on the 5th and Breann will take care of that. Do we want to add a CD from our city sales tax savings account? The council would like to add a CD from city sales tax savings. Jason and Breann will work together on this to get the best rate possible. 

Two more lots have sold by the swimming pool. Our City Attorney is getting the quit claim deed put together and the people buying the lots know they have to work with the Zoning Commission when they want to put a house or modular up on the property. 

Old Business
We were asked to purchase the flower baskets from the All- School Reunion. They were asking $1,200 which is what they paid for them. Although they look nice, they city gave the All-School Reunion Committee a significant amount of money for the All School Reunion so why should we pay again for flowers. It was asked that maybe they could give the city the flowers? The answer is no on purchasing the flowers.

Austin Maershbecker was at the meeting to discuss the possibility of purchasing some lots that they city owns up by the trailer park. The city owns 7 lots just south of the trailer court. Austin does not have a game plan at the moment; however initial thoughts are to put up a shop. It is zoned R-1 right now and would need to be rezoned commercial which isn’t that big of a deal. The city would be willing to sell 3 lots; however, the City Auditor will have to find out if we have to advertise before we can sell them. The biggest issue would be getting water and sewer to the lots, especially on the east lots. The west lots would be closer to the water and sewer. Austin reiterated that he was just seeing if these lots would be available in the future.

New Business
The grant that was applied for by Breann and Jason was approved for projects at the Memorial Hall. The grant is for $11,000. Great job by Jason and Breann to obtain the grant for $11,000.

Motion by Breann, seconded by Mike to approve the final budget. Motion carried.

Public Comments
None

Council Comments
None

Motion by Breann to adjourn. Motion carried.


_____________________________                                                         ______________________________
Mayor                                                                                                              City Auditor


 
